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ARENA:

This is interview #1 with Mr. J. Mack Holland, J.
stands for John, of Gastonia, North Carolina, on
December 30, 1971, Arena interviewing. Mr. Holland,
may we begin by my asking you where and when you were born? We
do like to get a brief biographical sketch of the person.
HOLLAND:

I was born in Gastonia, North Carolina, January 24,
1913.

ARENA:

You might be aware that that is the President's year
of birth as well as the month. His birthday is
January 9, 1913. What was your father's occupation,
if I may ask, and your family background and your formal educa
tion up to the Duke Law School years?

HOLLAND:

Well, my father was in the real estate business. My
education, of course, was through the public schools
in Gastonia. Then I went to Davidson College in
Davidson, North Carolina, and graduated there in 1934. Then
from there I went to Duke Law School and graduated in 1937.

ARENA:

What was your major in undergraduate school?

HOLLAND:

Business.

ARENA:

And were you admitted to Duke on a scholarship basis
the first year or did that come later?
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HOLLAND:

I was admitted on a scholarship basis the first year.

ARENA:

And were you able to maintain that through the whole
period?

HOLLAND:

No.

ARENA:

Did this cause you to have to leave for a while or
cause any special problems?

HOLLAND:

No.

ARENA:

Were the rules such that if you did lose it for one
semester you couldn't apply later on? That was it?

HOLLAND:

No, it wasn't that strict.

I lost it for one semester.

ARENA:

Could you give a summary of your overall contact with
President Nixon during this period? In other words,
you did belong to his graduating class. You came in
the same year, 1934-35. And what I would like to ask you to do
is give that summary, and it would give us a basis for going
into detail after you have given some of the main general points
of your contact with him, including whether or. not you lived in
the same house with him, whether or not you were in the same
organizations on campus, whether or not you ate with him, and so
forth.

HOLLAND:

Well, that is quite a question.

ARENA:

I thought it was going to be an easy one and sometimes
these general ones are the most difficult. You don't
know where to jump in.

HOLLAND:

Our first year class consisted of fifty first year
students. which were--for the lack of a better word-
picked out of many more applicants for the first year,
and the result being there were only fifty students in the first
year class, it didn't take any of us long to know each other.
In
particular, the study habits were stringent that we were forced
to be under because the class could be said to be all good stu
dents.
I don't recall what we lost at the end of the first year
for various reasons but we ended up with twenty-six graduating,
and as I recall we got down to about thirty-five the second year.
And as a result, everybody knew everybody and knew everybody wello
As far as eating together, I am sure we all ate together many
times and at various times together. And as far as Mr. Nixon's
concerned, I ate with him many times, as I did many times with
my other classmates. As far as organizations were concerned, we
at Duke Law School did very little else but study, except to take
time out for exercise and once in a while take a night off, but a
rare weekend off. That was very rare. But there wasn't any
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organizations. We did have legal fraternities, they had Phi
Delta Phi, which I belonged to and I can't recall even whether
Nixon belonged, but I was. I think he did, but I wouldn't say
positively. It was like a fraternity in undergraduate school.
Like I belonged to Kappa Sig [Sigma]. It would meet very rarely
and had no purpose really but a social function once in a while.
ARENA:

And was it a national one by the way?

HOLLAND:

Yes, it's national. And in fact he did belong to that
because we annually played the Carolina Law School in
softball and this was a faculty-student set-up with
beer, which was just an outing, so to speak. I don't know if I
have much further to go. There wasn't much in the way of organ
izations, as such. The law school student body was organized-
as I told you at lunch--into what was called the Duke Law School
Bar Association.

ARENA:

Was the Bar Association made up of officers on the
senior level only or could they come from any of the
three classes?

HOLLAND:

The president was always a senior. All the main offi
cers were seniors, but the Board of Governors was
represented by all the classes.

ARENA:

Did each class have its own president as happened in
undergraduate classes?

HOLLAND:

Yes.

ARENA:

Do you remember what offices were held, if any, by the
President at any of these organizations, the Bar Asso
ciation or the individual classrooms?

HOLLAND :

Well, he was president his senior year of the Duke Law
School Bar Association. In fact, he beat my roommate,
Hale McCown, by one vote for that office. He is now
on the Supreme Court of Nebraska.

ARENA:

Did the pre-election activity have much activity to
it? Was there an appreciable amount of campaigning
for that post and if there was, do you recall what
his style of campaigning was?

HOLLAND:

Well, there wasn't any speech making campaign in this
kind of thing. It was personal contact, trying to
get you to vote one way or the other. But it wasn't
any caucusing and speech making. The school just wasn't this
big. It wasn't like somebody running for the president of stu
dent Council at a university today where there are eighteen
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thousand students. You see, we only had roughly a little over
one hundred students in the whole law school.
ARENA:

Was it a question of the post of president being
mainly an honorary one? What did the association
have as its purpose and what did it do?

HOLLAND:

It had a purpose. Well, since he was president of
the Duke Bar Association, let me speak to its purpose.
Its purpose was, for example, they would bring in
outside lecturers, say, a good practicing attorney or a judge,
if we wanted to do something like that for the facultyg
They would be in charge of

ARENA:

Such as that annual game.
preparing the program.

HOLLAND:

Well, yes, they were interested in student organization,
like a Student Council on the undergraduate level.

ARENA:

Did they have much of a budget to work with, if any
for that period?

HOLLAND:

No, I guarantee you there were very few students down
there, although there were exceptions, that had any
money to speak of, and a lot of them had damn nigh
none, including Mr. Nixon.

ARENA:

I have the feeling that the speakers didn't receive
much of an honorarium.

HOLLAND:

No, but we'd always manage one way or another.
I mean, this would include law school dances.

ARENA:

Where would the dates come from?

HOLLAND:

The dates?

ARENA:

Were they town girls, coeds in general?

And

HOLLAND:

Of course, they were coeds. Of course, Duke University
is a good sized school and there were student nurses,
coeds. Of course, girls in Durham [North Carolina]
and several girl schools nearby. I was born and raised in North
Carolina and there were girls that I knew, of course, and would
invite down, or we would invite girls down for somebody else. I
was not the only North Carolinian there, of course.
ARENA:

As a matter of fact, do you recall getting a date for
the President somewhere along the line?

HOLLAND:

No, I don't.
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ARENA:

Do you recall that he attended dances, by the way?

HOLLAND:

Oh, yes, he did attend the dances, although he never
liked to dance. No question about that. I don't
recall getting him a date myself, even though he
visited in my horne in Gastonia twice. I don't remember actually
getting him a date.

ARENA:

When he did visit your horne, was it during a holiday,
period, weekend, and did he sleep in your horne?

HOLLAND:

He spent one night in my horne. He and [William R.]
Bill Perdue carne by and spent the night with me one
night. I tried to get him to stay with me, in fact
invited him down for the Christmas holiday, because he didn't
go back horne. When we got out for the Christmas holidays, he
stayed at Duke.

ARENA:

It was a question of expense and in those days time,
where you couldn't fly so easily.

HOLLAND:

Well, it was basically a question of expense. No
question about that.
It cost a lot of money to go
from here to the west coast and back.

ARENA:

Did he reciprocate in the sense that, do you recall
meeting his folks, especially at graduation time?

HOLLAND:

I do not recall meeting his folks at graduation time.
I don't believe they carne over.

ARENA:

The mother [Hannah Milhous Nixon], and what was un
usual, the grandmother [Almira Milhous] who was still
living actually did. They drove all the way, which
was equally unusual. Those two for sure. Whether there were
more, it doesn't corne to mind, but I do know and that was quite
unusual, the fact that his grandmother carne.
HOLLAND:

Well, I do not remember meeting them. I could have.
Then too, I am sure you with a doctorate degree, I
don't know how you were, but when we were graduating
from law school we weren't too interested in the graduating
exercises. We were just glad to be through. They could have
mailed me my diploma and I'd have been happy.

ARENA:

Nowadays, in many cases, the schools I understand are
not making the attendance mandatory. I wanted to say
many but I know in some, I have been involved in cases
where that has corne up at faculty meetings. I'm wondering if
that is going to be a passing institution. But that's neither
here nor there.
I do know, though, that in the case of the

-6

President, there was the pride of the mother and the grandmother.
He was the first son of the three to graduate from college, and
the grandmother was still alive and took a great deal of pride,
in that. Do you recall any, not necessarily problems, but any
special ramifications of his being a Quaker in this area? Was
there a Quaker church? Did his religious affiliation ever come
up in any way?
HOLLAND:

Not that I recall. I knew that Dick was a Quaker, but
I never even saw signs myself of what you might call
Quaker habits, strict Quaker habits.

ARENA:

You don't recall, for example, whether it happened or
not, that he volunteered some Sunday School teaching
or he spoke at. • • • I understand there was a
Quaker community--I just found this out today--at Greensboro
[North Carolina]. You don't know if he went there.

HOLLAND:

I remember him going there.

ARENA:

You don't recall that he had a class necessarily or
was a member of a choir there or anything like that.

HOLLAND:

The only thing I can remember is I knew he was teaching
out there one Sunday.

ARENA:

That he did go on at least one occasion to teach.
you don't know if that was a regular class?

HOLLAND:

I don't know o

ARENA:

Did that come up in any way, as far as you and he were
concerned, a discussion of religion--religion in law-
or anything like that?

HOLLAND:

No.

ARENA:

Were you aware, and this I discovered just the other
day, that the head of the Divinity School was a
Quaker and his name was Elbert Russell? That doesn't
ring a bell at all.

HOLLAND:

No, it doesn't.

ARENA:

Is there anything else regarding religion that comes
to mind, anything at all?

HOLLAND:

No, not as far as I can recall.

ARENA:

Concerning the living accommodations, what do you re
call about these?

And
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HOLLAND:

Do you mean from my standpoint or his?

ARENA:

Well from both. In other words, if you don't recall
where he slept and ate, what do you recall was the
average situation for the students. What conditions
were provided for sleeping and eating and what were his in
particular?
HOLLAND:

Well, I'm sure you're interested in his. The accommo
dations available, of course, were graduate dormi
tories which wasn't just for law school students but
for any graduate students. The eating that was available at
school was in the school dining hall, for which basically you
would buy a book of tickets and there was always a set meal.
Then they had a cafeteria where you could go and order anything
ala carte and this was the basic eating facilities that were
available as far as the school was concerned. There were board
ing houses, of course, around outside the campus. As far as Dick
himself, he lived one year out in what you would term a log cabin
type house out in the woods in back of the law school.
ARENA:

Were these log cabins that I believe Mr. [Charles A.]
Dukes referred to recently that were a particular
project of Dean [H. Claude] Horack--inexpensive hous
ing for the law students and to try to bring them together?

HOLLAND:

That is correct.

ARENA:

But he only occupied them as far as you know for only
the one year. Would this have been the last year?
Were they getting set-up around that time?

HOLLAND:

No, this would have been his second year as I recall
that he lived out there and it got awful cold out
there, too.

ARENA:

Did you ever actually enter it? Do you recall seeing
it from the inside as well as the outside?

HOLLAND:

I went out there one time, one Sunday afternoon.

ARENA:

Did you live in them yourself?

HOLLAND:

No.

ARENA:

What were your accommodations?

HOLLAND:

I lived in the graduate dorm for two of my years, and
then the other year I lived in a room, in a bedroom
that was in an apartment that the people rented to my
roommate and myself off campus. Several of the students did this.
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ARENA:

Did your conversation with the President any time
during these three years indicate that he had any
difficulty in adjusting to the new environment, the
new state, the new surroundings? Here, he was a Southern
Californian with a certain type of climate, raised in a fairly
strict Quaker family where the community, although it was not
overwhelmingly Quaker in his time, the community had been found
ed by Quakers. Here he moves all the way across the country to
an area not founded by Quakers. Did you find that he had any
problems in adjusting or would you comment on his adjusting to
that situation, whether he brought this up or not? Did you find
that he seemed ill at ease in any way as a result of that move?

HOLLAND:

If he was ever ill at ease, I didn't notice it. I do
know that he, which anybody would have felt the first
year at Christmas holidays, he did not adjust too
well by not being able to go home for Christmas.

ARENA:

How did he evidence that?

HOLLAND:

Just talking to him. I mean if you were me and said,
"I sure am looking forward to Christmas holidays,"
and he says, "Well, I'm not even going to be able to
get home." That tells you a lot.

ARENA:

As a matter of fact, did he leave the area, do you
know during that period?

HOLLAND:

Yes, he left the area and went down with [William R.]
Bill Perdue, who was a classmate of ours--spelled
just like the University of Perdue--lived in Georgia
and Nixon went down with him one year.

ARENA:

Do you recall what city in Georgia, by any chance?

HOLLAND:

I don't remember where Bill--it wasn't anything that
big, I mean I can't. I mean it has just left me.
That's a long time ago.

ARENA:

Would you say Bill Perdue was his closest friend or
associate and if not, was there a group of fellows
who were his closest contacts during this overall
period of three years? By the end had he developed a particular
affinity for certain individuals above all others that stands
out in your mind?

HOLLAND:

Well, he and Bill Perdue were close. There's no ques
tion about that. But as far as having one very close
friend as against--well Richard Kiefer, Perdue,
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[Lyman H.] Brownfield. No, I don't know that he had any real
group of friends. He and Perdue roomed together and naturally
that would make them closer. Well, I didn't room with Nixon
and probably as a result wasn't as close.
In fact, I know I
wasn't as close as Bill Perdue or somebody comparable to Bill.
He and I were very good friends, and he and Hale McCown were
also very good friends.
I know that Caroline Phillips and
Helen Lanier, who were two girls in our class, were also good
friends.
ARENA:

And I believe you mentioned [Thomas B.] Stoel.

HOLLAND:

Tom Stoel, who is practicing in Oregon, and Caroline
Mary Phillips and [Frederick S.] Freddie Albrink.
And he had some real good friends in other classes.
I mean, he was generally liked, I expect this is what I am try
ing to say.
I don't know anybody that he didn't get along with
real well.

ARENA:

Did he have any particular nickname during that time
that comes to mind?

HOLLAND:

No, not that I can remember, but it seems to me some
body was calling him by a nickname but I don't recall
it.

ARENA:

Do you recall if he worked part or fulltime--by full
time, during the vacations, for example, during this
three year period, and what his job consisted of?

HOLLAND:

Well, I know he worked in the law library and I work
ed in there too, and we were on together a lot of
times.

ARENA:

Would that have been thw NYA, National Youth Adminis
tration position?

HOLLAND:

Yes.

ARENA:

Do you recall how many hours he put in or how many
hours the ordinary person would have put in at a
position like that?

HOLLAND:

Well, of course, I was doing it myself and I can't
remember for sure.

ARENA:

Or was it option the number of hours you put in?

BEGIN SIDE II TAPE I
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HOLLAND:

In the library we had definite assigned hours that we
had to work, so there was no question that the number
of hours were determined.

ARENA:

Was the library open on weekends, including Sunday?

HOLLAND:

Yes.

ARENA:

Do you recall working yourself on Sunday and the
President filling in some Sunday slots?

HOLLAND:

Yes. It was like any other where a group is working
a schedule, you alternate. It could be nights. The
library was open at night, I believe it was up until
10 o'clock.

ARENA:

Do you recall that the President smoked? I ask this
as I look at your cigar. During this period did he
engage in social drinking--alcohol at social functions,
for example?

HOLLAND:

Well, he would take a drink, but I wouldn't say with
any regularity. And I believe this was during his
second and third year.

ARENA:

Do you ever recall seeing him smoke? Of course, you
wouldn't pay special attention, probably?

HOLLAND:

Well, to tell you the truth, I don't believe I could
recall who smoked. I don't recall him smoking. I
don't have any clear cut memory on it. I'd say he
didn't, if I had to say.

ARENA:

Possibly there are some people who always have a cigar
or a cigarette in their hand. They would stand out.
You don't recall anything like that, that he was con
stantly smoking, if he did at all?

HOLLAND:

No. In fact, I can only recall one time about his
drinking, taking a drink.

ARENA:

Do you recall what that occasion was?

HOLLAND:

At a dance.

ARENA:

Were drinks allowed on campus during dances?
at a school dance function?

HOLLAND:

Well, this was a law school dance. Well, nobody made
any issue out of it at law school dances that I ever
saw. I didn't take a drink in law school.

Was this
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ARENA:

Do you recall at any time during the three years his
political activity--and here again by political, I
mean the student government and the Duke Law School
Bar Association--that there was any issue that was taken up,
any attempt to make any changes in the way of regulations at
the law school at that time? Did that ever come up in any way?
Was he connected in any way with anything like that? What I
have in the back of my mind, you might recall that he in college,
on the undergraduate level at Whittier College, championed the
change of the regulation allowing no dancing, and he campaigned
on that issue and he won the election, but that was one of his
political goals. I was just wondering if there was anything
comparable to that in law school?
HOLLAND:

Not that I recall.

ARENA:

As a matter of fact, was that sort of thing done by
the students at that time, anyway? Did the Bar Asso
ciation take up any issues like that?

HOLLAND:

No, actually there wouldn't have been any occasion for
it in law school. I think it can honestly be said
that the only complaint anybody would have ever had
was the work load, because we didn't study from 3 o'clock in the
afternoon to 9 or 10 o'clock at night, we studied from 3 o'clock
' t i l l o'clock, and then most of us would get up and study some
more in the morning before class and study between class. At
times, study all night.
ARENA:

Is it your recollection that those who did fail were
not those who failed because they did not study? In
other words, the ones who did fail first year or
second year or third year were studying just as hard as those
who did pass. And it wasn't just a question of putting in the
time?
HOLLAND:

Well, the first thing. I don't know that anybody
failed.
I know at the end of the first semester we
lost five students, and the thing that has always
stuck in my mind was that all five of them were Phi Beta Kappa
and they either basically didn't like the study of law, and I
know two of them just didn't like the amount of pressure that it
took--the study routine. As I say, it was a class of general
good students, with high competition and everybody serious about
what they were doing. And where a fellow was Phi Beta Kappa in
some undergraduate school, without too much relative competition,
a lot of them didn't like the idea of being in a class of fifty
and ranked thirty-second or so.
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ARENA:

Could I put the question in an opposite way, in a
sense? I am thinking of my own experiences as a
teacher. Can you think of students who had kind of
natural ability who, without putting in all this time could
make the grade, could remain in law school? I have seen stu
dents who would not take any notes in class and in some way
they would still get good grades. Can you recall students of
that almost might say gift of the gods--abi1ity to get good
grades without putting in all that time?
HOLLAND:

Yes o
But I don't recall a student at Duke Law School
that, regardless of that gift, who didn't have to
study. I mentioned Hale McCown earlier in the inter
view. He was one of these guys that you could open a book and
hand it to him and let him read it, and he would hand it back to
you and quote both pages. And he naturally could get by with
less studying than I could. I stayed up all one night myself
briefing a course in Corporation Law and he studied my brief,
which was perfectly all right, and went in and took the exam
and made a better grade than I did. There wasn't anything wrong
with it, he just had the ability to--we11 some people have a
better memory than others.
ARENA:

Would I be correct in assuming that the method of study
at that time was the so-called case method?

HOLLAND:

Yes, it was entirely the case method, except for some
few courses which were more of a practical nature.
Like we had a Legal Aid Clinic and so on.

ARENA:

Do you recall that the President was a member of that
Legal Aid Clinic, and what did it consist of?

HOLLAND:

I don't believe Dick--I think Dick Nixon--I've been
asked this question before, I believe Dick ended up
either second or third in our class. I believe
that's about right. He was up in the top five or six. He was
up in the top. And I think that he was on the Law Review and
did not participate in the Legal Aid Clinic, as I recall. Usual
ly, the students on the Law Review did not. There simply was not
time to do both.

ARENA:

Did the Law Review have as its editorial staff students
or students and faculty? Was it something run by the
students itself?

HOLLAND:

Well, it's called the Duke Law Journal, but it's
usually called Law Review by most schools. So, I'm
speaking in a normal context when I say Law Review.
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But any Law Review has articles by both faculty and students and
mostly they will have what you call comments--articles by law
students--and they are guided under faculty supervision, the
review of it and the editing of it, and so on.
ARENA:

How would you evaluate and describe--the advantage of
hindsight now--your law faculty of that era, which was
also President Nixon's law faculty?

HOLLAND: I would evaluate it as being a law faculty equal to any
ever assembled. It was of the highest.
I don't believe
there has been a better one in the united states, which
has been pretty well proven over the years ~nce. It was basi
cally what you would call a young faculty--not altogether. But
we had the advantage of some outstanding law professors.
ARENA:

To what would you attribute that?

HOLLAND: There wasn't any question that Duke University set out
to build a top flight law school. So they were doing
it in two ways. They were getting a top flight faculty
together and did, and they were actually going out and trying to
pick good students. As I mentioned to you, they would take a
first year class of fifty which was a picked class, for no better
word.
I don't know how else to describe it. When you get a good
student body with a good faculty, you're bound to come out even
tually making a reputation for the law school, which is exactly
what they did. And there is no question that they accomplished
what they set out to do, in my judgement at least. I think this
is recognized pretty well nationally.
ARENA:

About how many law schools are there in the state of
North Carolina?

HOLLAND: There are four in North Carolina.
ARENA:

How frequently or how commonly does the president of the
North Carolina Bar Association come from Duke, which
might be some indication of the stature of the law
school in the state of North Carolina, because I happen to know
that you are the president • • •

HOLLAND: No, I'm the immediate past president. Well, I am try
ing to reflect back on who has been president of the
North Carolina Bar Association. My term of office as
president ended in July and you serve one year, from June to
July, a year.
I succeeded a fellow by the name of Lindsay
Warren, and he succeeded [William] Bill Adams. Bill Adams suc
ceeded [James] Jimmy Poyner, who was Duke. Jimmy Poyner succeeded
[William] Bill Womble who was Duke. So, out of the last ten,
half of them have been Duke.
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ARENA:

Was there one particular professor who in your esti
mation was particularly influential in the President's
career from your own observations through this three
year period? Was there one particular one with whom he was
particularly close?

HOLLAND:

Well, I know he was close to Lon Fuller.
that.

I recall

ARENA:

And his subject?

HOLLAND:

Was contracts. He also was close with [David F.]
Cavers. I recall that. He was close to [Charles
Lucian Baker] Lowndes, too, who taught taxation.

ARENA:

Who I believe is now deceased.

HOLLAND:

Yes, he just died the last couple of years.
is up at Harvard now and so is Lon Fuller.

ARENA:

Have there been any contacts between you personally
and the President since graduation?

HOLLAND:

Yes.

Cavers

ARENA:

And would you want to describe these from the stand
point of reminiscing and commenting on Richard Nixon
since law school days. What changes, what similarities
do you find in him now as compared with the law school period?

HOLLAND:

You mean what association I have had with him?

ARENA:

Well, yes, and in doing that also comment on his
personality; do you find that he has changed in any
of these areas personality-wise?

HOLLAND:

Well, to answer your question, he has not changed in
my judgment in his personality, except to the extent
we all do due to age and maturity. He's still got his
sense of humor, I know that, and he hasn't lost his friendliness.
Is this what you are asking?

ARENA:
HOLLAND:

Yes.

Dick's made a real point I think of staying in contact
with his classmates over the years. The way he has
been thrown into public life and the schedule he has
had with the demands on his time, it has been amazing to me that
he has had time to, in a sense, pay attention to various class
mates scattered allover the country. My mother died this past
June and I had a note from him.
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ARENA:

And you did not inform him of that.

HOLLAND:

I don't know how he found out about it. But this is
an example of what I am trying to say. Somehow he
is still interested in his past friendships. This
is not the only indication that I've had personally from him.
I went up to visit one of my law school classmates, [Richard W.]
Dick Kiefer, in Baltimore [Maryland] for the World Series. My
wife joined me and his wife, stayed in the home, and he had had
the same experience. So, no, I don't think he's changed. He
likes to tell a joke.
ARENA:

I was about to say, what jokes do you recall or what
evidence of his sense of humor comes to mind regarding
the law school era? Was this an overall trait? In
other words, do you recall that he wasn't always serious and can
you recall some specific examples?

HOLLAND:

He wasn't always serious. Dick Nixon basically is a
serious guy. He's basically not outgoing. He's
not basically going to be the hale fellow, well-met
type fellow. But he is the type fellow that the longer you know
him the better you like him. He's the type fellow that the more
you know him, the more he loosens up, so to speak. I mean, he'll
kid you. He used to kid me. I used to love to play bridge. He
used to kid me about bridge. In fact, the messages I get back
from someone that has seen him and they know me, it's always,
he sends word back, "How's your bridge," and this kind of thing.
ARENA:

Did you play golf during that period?

HOLLAND:

I played very little. I didn't have enough time to
play. We played a lot of handball.

ARENA:

Would this be in ordinary circumstances or was there
a gymnasium you would have available?

HOLLAND:

No, right on the campus there they had two indoor
handball courts--four walls.

ARENA:

Do you recall playing with the President?

HOLLAND:

Oh, yes.

ARENA:

How did you find him as a competitor in sports?

HOLLAND:

Well, he was a good competitor. Dick wasn't the best
athlete, but he was a good competitor.

ARENA:

Do you recall attending athletic events with him,
football games?
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HOLLAND:

Oh, yes.

ARENA:

How was he as a spectator?

HOLLAND:

Well, this one thing is right about him as far as
national publicity, he does love sports, in particular
football.

ARENA:

Was there any opportunity for him to play any football,
even touch football or anything like that during that
period?

HOLLAND:

No.

ARENA:

Where you did play against the faculty, it was only
softball. You don't recall any football?

HOLLAND:

Well, no, we didn't play against the faculty. Our
faculty was a part of our get-together with the
Carolina Law School faculty and students. That was
just an annual get-together. I mean, it was kind of a liaison
between the two law schools. See, they are only about twelve
miles apart. But as far as athletics is concerned, we played a
lot of handball. I used to play it every afternoon. That is one
thing I would do, go down about 5 o'clock and play handball.

ARENA:

Do you still maintain that, or do you play handball at
all now?

HOLLAND:

No, it's too strenuous.
games anybody can play.

ARENA:

Do you mind if I ask you if you ever played for the
varsity team and if you ever received a letter?

Handball is one of the hardest
I played basketball in college.

HOLLAND:

I played varsity all three years, started all three
years, at Davidson [College], not at Duke [University].
But, the outside handball is a single wall and we
would always go out there, particularly in the spring or fall
when it was pretty.
ARENA:

Do you recall that the President had any problems
weather-wise with colds, not being used to this, al
though the winters are very pleasant right now, I
have a feeling this is not common. Did he suffer from the rough
winters, if there were any?
HOLLAND:

Well, no o
winters.

ARENA:

Does snow ever come?

The North Carolina winters are not rough
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HOLLAND:

Oh, yes. We not only have snow, but we can have some
good ones. I'm talking about twelve inches. But
this is not the pattern. Our winters are basically
very mild all the way up into the last part of January. And
about the middle of January and through February and March is
when we'll get our winters. Now this time of year we'll have
cold weather, but it'll come and go. There's nothing rough
about our winters.
ARENA:

You don't recall his ever missing classes, a large
chunk, because of illness of any type?

HOLLAND:

Dick Nixon?

ARENA:

Yes.

HOLLAND:

No, I don't recall it.

ARENA:

Is there anything I have not mentioned that you would
like to mention yourself? Maybe some myth that you
keep reading about that you would like to comment on
to set the record straight, so to speak, as we come to a close
of this interview?

HOLLAND:

The apparent impression of the general public that
Dick Nixon is an all-time serious guy with no sense
of humor is wrong, and I hope the press will help
correct this. He is serious minded, but has a good sense of
humor, he is a most sensitive guy, and everyone that has had
the privilege of knowing him would agree he is a swell guy in
all respects o

